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BASF launches Kids’ Lab experiments in Port Elizabeth
· BASF introduces learners to the importance of water resources.

· BASF strives to foster young people’s interest in natural sciences, especially chemistry.
Port Elizabeth, South Africa – 20 January 2012 – Children at the Missionvale Care Centre Academy experienced the ‘hands-on’ excitement of chemistry for the first time when global chemical company, BASF launched its Kids’ Lab programme in Port Elizabeth this week.

BASF Kids’ Labs was developed by BASF as a community-based programme that fosters science literacy by encouraging children, ages 6-12, to gain a better understanding and interest for the dynamic world of chemistry. The programme is designed to provide a fun, practical learning environment for both children and teachers. They are introduced to how chemistry is all around us and how BASF creates chemistry.  
Grade 3 and 4 learners at the Missionvale Care Centre Academy were given the opportunity to take part in two different water experiments in order to inspire them to further their interest and enthusiasm in natural sciences. Using BASF products, these experiments focus on water storage and water purification while highlighting the key role of chemistry in providing clean and safe water. The methodology used in these experiments taught the children a vast number of lessons, including that:

· Chemistry plays a key role in life;

· Chemistry offers interesting and challenging problems;

· “Doing” chemistry is fun;

· Water is a valuable resource; and

· Chemistry facilitates the responsible handling of water.
end
About BASF in South Africa
BASF has been doing business in South Africa for 45 years. The BASF Group in South Africa consists of six companies with locations in Johannesburg, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, Elandsfontein and Vanderbijlpark, including a world-class automotive emission catalysts production site in Port Elizabeth. A regional sales hub for Eastern Africa, BASF East Africa Ltd., was established in Kenya in mid 2011. BASF also recently invested in a dispersions production plant in Durban which will be producing acrylic dispersions as of the second half of 2012. The local group’s portfolio includes chemicals, plastics, coatings, dispersions, agricultural products and nutrition. BASF products are used for industrial applications in various sectors e.g. paper, packaging, and leather, detergents, cosmetics, construction, mining, agriculture and automotive industries. For further local information visit the Website: www.basf.co.za.

About BASF globally
BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio ranges from chemicals, plastics, performance products and crop protection products to oil and gas. We combine economic success, social responsibility and environmental protection. Through science and innovation we enable our customers in almost all industries to meet the current and future needs of society. Our products and system solutions contribute to conserving resources, ensuring healthy food and nutrition and helping to improve the quality of life. We have summed up this contribution in our corporate purpose: We create chemistry for a sustainable future. BASF posted sales of about €63.9 billion in 2010 and had approximately 109,000 employees as of the end of 2010. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (AN). Further information on BASF is available on the Internet at www.basf.com or in the Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.basf.com. 
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